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rootfact from  all the diversity of phenomena   in
which it clothes itself.

In this way, the intellectual and spiritual dis-
covery of the world has followed hard on the physi-
cal or geographical. In culture, a new era has been
proclaimed. It is no longer enough to know one
thing well. It is also incumbent upon us to under-
stand its place amongst other things, and its relation
to the scheme of knowledge as a whole.

The pioneers of modernism, meanwhile, have been
dominated by the ideal of the machine, to which they
have owed so much of their success. To this fact
we may trace our present-day standards of order
.and efficiency. A large house of business, with its
staff, is simply a human machine of an intricate
kind. It has been said that the Oriental regards
his servants as personal attendants, the Western as
so many hidden machines. Nothing could be more
true. The Oriental is in every case an agricultural-
ist, accustomed to the picturesque disorder of seed-
time and harvest, cowshed and barn, and far from
irritated by it. Every thought and habit of /the
Western, on the other hand, is dominated by the
notion of mechanical accuracy and efficiency, and by
the effort of the mechanician to achieve a given end
by the most economical possible means.

In   a society in which the highest knowledge
fulfils the twofold test of order and synthesis, the